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PROJECT SUMMARY

Mission Million Books (MMB) is a pan India social initiative
aimed at providing the underserved with access to quality
educational materials for their growth and advancement, and
supports the Indian government's efforts to enable access to
quality education for all. The project is a joint initiative of the
Alibaba group and Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust, and seeks to
donate 1 million books to 10,000 schools and colleges in India
for free. The initiative has opened doors for numerous
educational institutions to have access and enhance the quality
of academic material, provided to their students.

THE FIRST EXHIBITION

Mission Million Book was officially launched on 18th August,
2016. An idea that emerged with the thought of donating a few
thousand books by Mr. Chris Wang, culminated into the Mission
Million Books project, with the Alibaba Group and Ratna Nidhi
Charitable Trust joining hands to impact the education
landscape and reading habits of young India. The first exhibition
was organized in Mumbai in September 2016.

THE SECOND EXHIBITION

The Second Exhibition was organized at Barmati in Pune at the
prestigious Vidya Pratishthan institute on 26th and 27t March
2017.

With a sprawling campus of 156 acres, the Pratishthan houses
25 Institutions, where more than 23,000 students are nurtured
daily. A month long campaign ensured over 52,000 books were
displayed at the exhibition.

51,000 books were donated to 1104 schools and colleges at
Baramati over two days. The exhibition saw a rich repository
of books in Science, Maths, History, Geography, Liberal Arts,
Computers, Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Marathi books, Fiction
and Non- fiction books.

From top: ribbon cutting by Mr.Sharad

Pawar; Lamp lighting by Mr.Rajiv
Mehta, Mr.Chris Wang & Shri Sharad
Pawar; Mr.Chris Wang being felicitated
by Shri Sharad Pawar; Mr.Anil
Awachat being felicitated.
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The event commenced with an inauguration ceremony, attended by:

Shri Sharad Pawar, Honorable MP & President, Vidya Pratishthan

Mr. Chris Wang, Country Head, Alibaba.com, India

Mr. Rajiv Mehta, Trustee, Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust

Mr. Sanjay Thakur, Chief Marketing Officer (CMO), Kotak Mahindra Bank
Dr. Anil Patil, Chairman, Rayat Shikshan Sanstha

Dr. Anil Awchat, Social Activist and acclaimed Marathi author

Shri Prabhune, Vice President, Vidya Pratishthan

The need for improving accessibility to education through Mission Million Books was echoed by

the partners on the dais.

The following individuals were felicitated on stage for their contribution to the Mission Million

Books project:

Mr. Chris Wang, Country Head, Alibaba.com, India

Mr. Rajiv Mehta, Trustee, Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust

Mr. Sanjay Thakur, Chief Marketing Officer (CMO), Kotak Mahindra Bank
Mr. Kamran Farhat, COO, Crossword

Dr. Anil Awchat, Social Activist and acclaimed Marathi author

Ms. Priti Mehta, Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust

Mr. Sanjay Bhosale, Mentor Foundation

Mission Million Books

Fresents
In Recognmion of your contribution towards
Educating Young Indla

Trophy handed over to the dignitaries.




WAY FORWARD

The project will see a number of exhibitions being organized across the country in the future.
Through these exhibitions we aim to reach out to schools and colleges in rural India.
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Shri Sharad Pawar browsing through the books at the Baramti Exhibition along
with Mr. Rajiv Mehta.




The MMB exhibition setup and teachers browsing through the books displayed at the venue
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1104

SCHOOLS & COLLEGES IMPACTED

52,000

BOOKS COLLECTED

51,000

EDUCATIONAL BOOKS DONATED

5,00,000

STUDENTS BENEFITED




PRESS COVERAGE

e

R B
i1 Atz 2 % o e g 1 s




TESTIMONIALS

School & Colleges

» “l'really liked the exhibition. There were various types of books showcased, which are good for
the children.”- Vidya Pratishthan Marathi Primary School, Baramati

» ‘I came here to attend the exhibition organized by Ratna Nidhi and it is very well organized.
All the volunteers are very cooperative.”- Manorama Memorial Girls High School, Baramati

» “The books provided at the exhibition are very useful for the children of my school. Thank you
Mission Million Books.”- Purandar Tehsil Jyotinder High School, Baramati

» “The exhibition has displayed so many books from primary section to senior levels. Maths,
Science, English, Computer Science all types of books are present. These books will not only
benefit the students but will also teach me many things. [ am thankful to Mission Million books
for this great initiative.” - Katewadi High School, Baramati

» “The exhibition had maximum English language books. We would like more Marathi and
children’s based books. The variety of books was huge and it was very well organized. The
English books present at the exhibition will encourage our kids to read in English. The
management was extremely cooperative at the exhibition. Thank you.”- Dhond Z P Primary
School

» “The exhibition has displayed some good quality books which will be very beneficial to rural
schools. Thank you to Ratna Nidhi for all their support in setting up an exhibition of this
scale.” Saswad Pharmacy College, Pune

» “Very beautiful arrangement of books arranged at the exhibition. We got very useful books for
our school students.”- New English School Khalate Wasti, Baramati

» “Nice exhibition and the books are useful to our students to gain knowledge.”- Z.P.Primary
School, Humberasti

» “The exhibition is good for English medium students. Need more Marathi language books.”-
New English School, Mandki, Purandar

» “This is a marvelous exhibition and the management has been very cooperative.”- Janta
Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Daund

» “This concept of exhibition cum donation is a very interesting concept. It helps to enhance our
library.”- Smy Kusumtai Rajarambapu Patil Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Sangli

» This is a big social activity from Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust. We are grateful.”- Arts of
Commerce College, Sangli




Visitors & Dignitaries

“Thank you Shri Rajiv Mehta of Ratna Nidhi Trust for distributing over 50000 books to over
850 schools, colleges in Barmati & Pune. Also Thank you to Mr.Chris Wang, Country Head,
Alibaba India, Kotak & Crosswords for the social initiative of Educating Young India”- Shri
Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Member of Parliament & President, Vidya Pratishthan

“Mission Million Books is one step towards helping improve the accessibility of quality reading
material to Indian students. This is a great initiative and helps us in reaching rural India with
books that will empower thousands of children. "- Chris Wang, Alibaba.com, India

“Our school libraries will one day ignite our children to be the next Isaac Newton, Einstein,
Steve Jobs, Rabindranath Tagore and Dr. Abdul Kalam. We are doing our duty of providing
opportunities to young minds and in the process becoming a catalyst for change.”- Mr. Rajiv
Mehta, Trustee, Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust

“This is a great way of inculcating reading habits among children and opening access to
quality books in rural India. We are proud to spearhead this great mission.”- Vinay Bhartia,
Vice President-Strategic Partnership, Alibaba India
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